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SERMON DLXIII. 


BY THE REV. LEONARD BACON, D.D., 


PASTOR OF THE CENTRE CHURCH, NEW-HAVEN, CONN. 


GOD’S WORK IN THE MIDST OF THE YEARS. 


“0 Lorp, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make 
known ; in wrath remember mercy.”— HaBakkUK lii. 2. 


‘In the midst of the years.” Time, like eternity, is full of God 
and of the glory of his power. All that succession of events 
which constitutes time, proceeds from his creative and upholding 
will, and is directed by his ‘ steady counsel.” All that great 
machinery of worlds by whose movements duration is measured ; 
all that mechanical arrangement of the visible heavens, and the 
dependence of world upon world, by which the material universe 
_ becomes a great time-piece, for the use of all intelligent creatures, 

is from God in its origin, and works with its unfailing precision, 
under his constant inspection and care. Thus God’s ceaseless 
work in nature is maintained unchanging “in the midst of the 
years.” As day to day uttereth speech, as night to night showeth 
forth knowledge of him, so God is working in all those cycles of 
time in which the heavens declare his glory. The seasons, as 
they fill up the year with their vicissitude of heat and cold, of 
blossoms and decay, are themselves all full of God. In the 
devout expressions of a poet once almost too familiar to be quoted, 
but now less known to the young than to the old— 


“These, as they change, Almighty Father, these 
Are but the varied God. The rolling year 
Is full of thee. Forth in the pleasing spring 
Thy beauty walks; thy tenderness and love 
Wide flush the fields; the softening air is balm ; 
Echo the mountains round ; the forest smiles ; 
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And every sense, and every heart, is joy. 

Then comes thy glory in the summer months, 

With light and heat refulgent. Then thy sun 

Shoots full perfection through the swelling year.” 
“Thy bounty shines in autumn unconfined, 

And spreads a common feast for all that live. 

In winter awful thou! With clouds and storms 

Around thee thrown,” “ thou bidd’st the world adore.” 


The year, then, as it comes forth from eternity, and traces its 
circles in the heavens and on the earth—the year, as it leaves its 
marks of growth or of decay in all the realms of animated nature, 
as well as in the detrition of rocks or mountains, and in the layers 
which the waters deposit on the shores or in the bottom of the 
deep—marks and reveals the steady work of God. When you 
count the consecutive rings that have made the slow growth of 
some old tree, where year after year has added each its little 
layer, there you see the records of God’s ceaseless ‘* work in the 
midst of the years.” In those long centuries, there were years 
of drought and years of abundant growth; there were years of 
storms, when one huge branch and another was torn from the 
parent stem, and when the boughs, battling with the winds on 
high, and the roots grappling the rocks beneath the soil, gained 
strength from conflict; and years when all the processes of 
growth went on in silence and peace ; but in the midst of all 
those years, God’s work still held its steady course: his was the 
storm and his the calm; his was the summer’s noontide heat, and 
his the cooling dew of night ; his were the genial showers, and 
his the burning drought ; and so, in the midst of the years, his 
work went on, and there are its records. 

But there is a work of God differing altogether from these 
operations of his creative and sustaining power—a work to which 
every thing in nature is subordinate. It is his work of grace, his 
work of redemption and recovery in this lost world, his work of 
establishing his own kingdom in the souls of men, and of winning 
to himself their affectionate obedience ; that work of his which, 
in its progress and its ultimate achievements, is to fill the earth 
with righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

In the mind of the prophet, this work of God was identified 
with the welfare of that chosen nation, that peculiar people, which 
God had placed in a covenant relation with himself, and in which, 
according to the ancient promise, all the kindreds of the earth 
were to be blessed. It may be presumed that, in the strict sense 
of the word knowledge, the prophet himself knew but little of the 
reach and grandeur of God’s work of grace in this world, and 
even less of the peculiar methods by which that work is carried 
on and is to accomplish its glorious results. Little did he know 
what wonders God would bring forth out of his secret counsels 
at the coming of Christ, or how those wonders would come to 
pass. Little did he know of the setting up of a purely spiritual 
kingdom of God, in which there is neither Jew nor Greek, bar- 
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barian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is all in all. Little 
did he know of a dispensation in which the knowledge and 
worship of God was to be detached from the special national 
institutions of the Hebrew Commonwealth, and spread abroad 
through the world by the preaching of the Word, in the name of 
a Redeemer slain for all. But the Spirit of God that was in him 
knew all the glorious future, and therefore the glimpses which 
that Spirit gave him of the work of God, near or remote, and all 
the thoughts, emotions, and desires which that inspiration breathed. 
into his soul, were in accordance with the grandeur and compre- 
hension of God’s work. Thus it is possible that to us to whom 
Christ has come, the light of the world—to us who have seen the 
work of God’s new-creating grace expanding itself and breaking 
over the limits which hedged in the ancient dispensation—there 
may be in the prophet’s words a reach of application, and, in that 
view, a depth and fulness of meaning far beyond what he could 
then comprehend or imagine. And this, if I read aright, is what 
the apostle Peter tells us, when he says that “the prophets who 
prophesied of the grace that should come to us, inquired and 
searched diligently concerning the great salvation, searching 
what or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 
them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ and the glory that was to follow ; to whom it was revealed, 
that not to themselves, but to us, they did minister the things 
which the angels desire to look into.” Let us follow, then, the 
utterance of the prophet in our text, and see what lessons we may 
gather from his words, in the light of the completed gospel of 
Christ. 

This third and last chapter of the writings of Habakkuk, though 
it takes the form of a distinct ode or psalm, and, as such, is com- 
plete in itsel/—the sublimest and most exquisite composition of its 
kind that can be found in any language under heaven—is never- 
theless intimately connected with the two preceding chapters; and 
to the subject-matter of those chapters it continually refers. The 
two former chapters are prophetic, and are accordingly entitled 
* The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see.” This last 
chapter is a sublime hymn, a song of adoration and devotion, 
and it is therefore entitled “‘A Prayer of Habakkuk the Prophet.” 
In the first and second chapters, which are one continuous com- 
position, the prophet sees God’s judgments coming upon Israel, 
then upon Israel’s oppressors. At the beginning, he complains 
that the land is full of violence and injustice. Then (i. 5) God 
replies, and shows that dreadful vengeance is about to be executed 
by the Chaldeans, who will sweep Israel into captivity, and will 
ascribe their victory to theiridols. Then (11) the prophet depre- 
cates God’s wrath, and humbly, but earnestly, entreats him to 
restrain the proud destroyers. Again (ii. 2) God speaks, and 
bidding the prophet write the vision, he shows that the Chal- 
deans also, proud, insatiable, cruel, and idolatrous, when he had 
made their wrath to praise him, shall be themselves destroyed ;: 
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and thus the prophecy closes, proclaiming that * God is in his 
holy temple,” and bidding “all the earth keep silence before 
him.” In brief, the prophet, living not long before the Captivity, 
and bewailing the wickedness of the age, foresees the execution 
of God’s wrath against that wickedness ; and he puts his vision upon 
record, mingled with earnest pleadings for mercy, and with stron 
expressions of confidence in God; for the very vision of God’s 
coming judgments assures him that “ the earth shall be filled with 
the knowledge of tke glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea.” All this is a sort of commentary on the “ prayer” or psalm 
in the closing chapter. The psalm begins, with lyrical abrupt- 
ness, * O Lord, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid.” It 
recalls and celebrates God’s wonderful interpositions of old for 
the salvation of his people ; and it closes with the sublimest and 
most cheering utterance of trust and joy in God. 

We see then what years those were of which the prophet 
speaks in the text. They were years of declension and prevail- 
ing wickedness, and — of God’s displeasure. ‘O Lord, I 
have heard thy speech, and was afraid! O Lord, revive thy 
work; make thy work to live; keep thy work alive in the midst 
of the years!” The scroll of years to come had been unrolled 
before him; and as he saw, at one view, what lay around him 
and what God revealed to him of the future, he was filled with 
dismay. Israel, laden with iniquities, was to be overwhelmed 
with calamities. The chosen people were to be swept away 
from their own land; and then the proud and fierce barbarians, 
that led them — were to be crushed under God’s dis- 
pleasure. In such years, what would become of God’s own 
work ; his work of mercy, causing the just to live by faith, and 
filling the earth with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord? 
And therefore he cries to God, “ Oh, keep alive thy work as these 
years of terror roll away!” His first and foremost thought is 
that of the paramount importance of God’s spiritual and saving 
work. That work of God is dear to all God’s children; and as 
they look over the uncertainties of the future, their solicitude is 
that God’s great work may live and prosper. 

There is, in the text, another thought intimately blended with 
this. See how the mind of the prophet advances from one mem- 
ber of the text to another. 


“O Lord, thy work in the midst-of the years revive, 
In the midst of the years make known !” 


He knows—the spirit of faith assures him—that God’s great 
work will live, and will outlive every catastrophe. His prayer 
then is not merely that God will keep his work alive in the midst 
of the years. The prayer rises to a bolder strain, as it swells 
into importunity. It beseeches God not only that in the midst 
of the dark years to come he will make his work to live, but that 
in the midst of the years he will make it known. It is like the 
prayer of Moses in Psalm xc. 16, 17: “Let thy work appear 
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unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children; and let 
the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us.”? Often God car- 
ries on his work out of the sight of men. It may seem to stand 
still—it may even seem to retrograde—while yet it is advanc- 
ing, and its triumph is steadily approaching by processes beyond 
the reach of human knowledge. Often—nay, sometimes for a 
long series of years together, or even for successive ages—he is 
working out of sight, slowly maturing the arrangements, and 
accumulating the instrumentalities and influences by which, in 


the end, the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of his glory. 


“Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing skill 
He treasures up his bright designs, 
And works his sovereign will.” 


Often he draws a veil of thick darkness over himself and his 
great work. His work does not appear to his servants, nor his 
glory to their children. The beauty of the Lord our God does 
not break forth upon the souls that watch for its appearing. The 
powers of darkness seem to triumph, as if the redeeming and 
new-creating God had abandoned his work. But even in the 
midst of those years, his work which he planned from eternity— 
that work of his for which, in the fulness of time, God himself 
was manifest in the flesh—lives on, and makes its progress 
unperceived. As in the night, hé is silently preparing the day, 
and bringing the sun to its rising; as in the winter, when the 
mountains stand clad in snow, and the streams are locked in ice, 
and universal vegetation seems dead, he by a thousand unseen 
processes is working still, and is making the world ready for the 
sudden renovation of the spring; so in the midst even of those 
years when man sees nothing of the eo of God’s redeem- 
ing work, he still keeps his work alive, and is preparing the 
arrangements and means by which, when his appointed season 
comes, light and life, beauty and joy, the beauty of holiness and 
the joy of his salvation shall break forth and fill the earth, Faith 
waits for that glad season, and as it waits, it prays with impor- 
tunate desire : | 


“ Let thy work appear unto thy servants, 
And thy glory unto their children.” 

“O Lord, thy work in the midst of the years revive, 
In the midst of the years make known !” 

“ How long, O Lord! how long?” 


There is yet another thought involved in the text, and involved 
also in any just conception of God’s work in the recovery of the 
lost and the salvation of the world from sin. The prayer of the 
prophet is, 

“© Lord, thy work in the midst of the years revive, 


In the midst of the years make known; 
In wrath remember mercy !” 


The work of God in this world—that great work which was 
in the prophet’s thoughts—is not a work of mere power, like that 
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which is continually producing changes in the world of nature. 
It is a work of seer Bey moral, and spiritual renovation, to be 
wrought in the minds of individual men, and to diffuse itself 
through all that complicated fabric of relations and mutual 
influences that constitute society. It is a work then in which 
God has to do with all the intellectual and moral powers of 
creatures whom he has made for responsibility, and whom he 
would recover from their apostasy and ruin by means and pro- 
cesses conformable to the nature which he has given them, and 
by virtue of which they are responsible. Thus, in carrying on 
his work, he has to contend with the wickedness and wilfulness 
of those whom he would save, and he must act accordingly 
Those whom he would save, those whom he calls, those to whom 
he manifests himself in loving-kindness, rebel and vex his Holy 
Spirit. Those whom he would lead by his goodness to repent- 
ance, often provoke him to a just and necessary indignation, and 
by their hardness and impenitence treasure up to themselves 
wrath against the day of wrath. Even his own children—his 
children by renovation and adoption—provoke him and dishonor 
him, and grieve that Holy Spirit by which they have been sealed. 
Thus it becomes necessary for God, from time to time, in the 
rogress of his work, to manifest his wrath, and make his power 
nm Thus, in the progress of the ages, there are seasons, 
sometimes long, dark, dreadful seasons of wrath and destruction. 
Sometimes it becomes necessary, in the prosecution of God’s 
plans, that old foundations be broken up; that nations be shaken 
from their seats; that races of men be swept from the earth ; and 
that darkness and chaos seem to be returning. Such a season 
of God’s righteous visitations, such a series of years filled up 
with vengeance and destruction, was before the mind of the 
prophet when his emotions found utterance in this prayer. His 
thoughts, piercing the future, had caught some terrific glimpses 
of what was soon to come. In prophetic vision he had seen the 
approaching manifestations of God’s displeasure against sin. 
Those years, the scroll of which had been unrolled before him, 
were to be years of wrath. He sees God’s wrath about to break 
forth upon Israel, and upon the heathen. God’s wrath—oh, how 
dreadful is God’s wrath! ‘I have heard,” he cries, **O Lord, 
I have heard thy speech, and was afraid!” “O Lord, in wrath 
remember mercy!” As Abraham pleaded with God for the 
cities of the plain, as Moses pleaded with God for Israel in the 
wilderness, so the prophet intercedes with God in behalf of God’s 
own work, and cause, and people. Such is the privilege, not of 
patriarchs and prophets only, but of all believing souls. They 
partake, as it were, in Christ’s own office of intercession for the 
world. Who can tell how often their prayers prevail, to hold 

back or turn away the destroying wrath of God? 
I will bring this discourse to a conclusion, by briefly recapitu- 


lating some of those general lessons which the text, as thus 
unfolded, affords us. 
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I. The prayer for the revival, or the keeping alive of God’s 
work, is the spontaneous utterance of a heart touched by God’s 
Spirit. Not more surely does the needle, touched with the mag- 
netic power, move in sympathy with the magnetic currents that 
flash around the globe, invisibly to human eyes; not more surely 
does that needle, pointing with tremulous impulse toward the 
pole, betray the mysterious agency that has touched it, than the 
soul in which God’s work of spiritual renovation is begun, becomes 
spontaneously conscious of a sympathy with that great work 
throughout the world—a sympathy that manifests itself in im- 
pulses of desire and hope and prayer. The Lord’s Prayer, in its 
childlike simplicity, opening with these petitions, ‘‘ Hallowed be 
thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven,” was framed for the very purpose of giving fit utter- 
ance to this spontaneous sympathy with the work of God. 
Wherever that prayer is breathed from the heart of faith and 
love, there is fulfilled that ancient prediction concerning the 
Redeemer, the King in the kingdom of God, “ Prayer shall be 
made for him continually ;” for him, that is, for his cause, his 
interest, his kingdom. This inward, living sympathy with God’s 
renewing and restoring work, the work for which Christ came 
into the world, is part of our union with Christ, by which we are 
his, and he is ours—our Lord, our life, our light, our joy. ‘Thus, 
in the words of an apostle, ‘* Our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with Jesus Christ his Son.” 

II. God’s work is often going on in the world when it is not 
seen or made known, when even his own people are not permit- 
ted to discern its progress. You remember Elijah fleeing into 
the wilderness, and there crying from his cavern to his God, 
“The children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown 
down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and 
I, I only, am left, and they seek my life to take it away.” But 
what saith the answer of God to him? ‘TI have reserved to 
myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to 
Baal.’’? Even then, when it seemed as if all Israel had aposta- 
tized; when persecution had silenced the voices of the prophets 
in death, and the last of them all was a fugitive; when dark- 
ness, like a funeral pall, was over all the land of promise ; even 
then God was working. 

So it ever has been; so it ever shall be, even to the glorious 
consummation. In the winter he is preparing the verdure and 
the bloom of spring. In the darkness he is working, carrying on 
his unknown processes—he with whom is no darkness at all ; 
and when he is ready, there shall be light. Over the void and 
formless chaos, the Spirit of his love and power “ sits brooding ;” 
and, ere long, as the new world, shaped out of infinite disorder, 
emerges in its beauty, and takes its place in the vast harmony of 
the creation, the morning stars shall welcome it with songs, and 
all the sons of God shall shout for joy. 

III. Sometimes it is necessary tor God to carry on his work 
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by dispensations of wrath. Sometimes things are at such a pass 
that there is no other way for God to answer the prayers which 
he breathes into the hearts of his own people. The cry of the 
oppressed and wronged goes up mingling with voices from under 
the altar, “* How long, O Lord, how long wilt thou not avenge 
our blood?” ‘And will not God avenge his ownelect?” Yes: 
*‘ By terrible things in righteousness thou wilt answer us, O 
God of our salvation.” By his wrath poured out upon the na- 
tions, or by his rod that smites his beloved ones with a father’s 
tender carefulness, he is working his own work, and bringing to 
pass the good pleasure of his goodness. When God called the 
Chaldeans in his wrath, and they swept over Israel like a destroy- 
ing whirlwind, what were they but the stormy wind fulfilling his 
word? For aught we can say, such a manifestation of God’s 
wrath may be, at this moment, ready to break upon the world. 
Ages of systematized injustice and deceit, ages of wrong-doing 
and oppression on the part of governments, ages of suffering 
and of progressive degradation on the part of subject nations, 
seem to have come near to some great crisis. What that crisis 
shall bring forth, as its immediate results, He only can foretell 
who is making all things to work together for the accomplishment 
of his eternal counsels. ‘The year now opening is likely to be, 
throughout wide regions of the European continent at least, 
a year of terrible convulsions. Already we begin to see, as it 
were, upon the eastern sky the glare of the kindling conflagra- 
gration. Already we see “upon the earth distress of nations 
with perplexity ; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for look- 
ing after those things which are coming on the earth.” It is 
easy to comfort ourselves with the belief that a new order of 
things is about to be established in that old world. It is easy to 
dream that, in the next rising of the nations against their oppres- 
sive governments, there shall suddenly come forth from the confu- 
sion a new and orderly condition of society, in which all political 
institutions shall rest on the foundation of justice, and shall have 
no other end than the common welfare, and in which the Word 
of God, no longer bound and hampered by the alliance of the 
civil with the ecclesiastical powers, shall have free course and 
be glorified. Byt when we think how long and slow a process 
it is for a people to learn the art of self-government; how slowly 
new political arrangements are compacted into strength and 
durability, and how slowly justice forces itself into law and the 
administration of law where old prejudices and established inter- 
ests are to be overcome; and when we remember how slowly, 
as men count slowness, God’s work of making all things new 
has seemed to advance along the track of ages heretofore; we 
tremble at the anticipation of the events that are likely to be 
crowded into the year that has just begun; “ For behold, the 
Lord cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the 
earth for their iniquity.” “O Lord, I have heard thy speech, 
and was afraid.” 
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IV. Blessed are the years in which God makes known his 
work as a work of power and mercy. The remembrance of 
such years lives for ever in the hearts of God’s people. “I will 
remember the years of the right hand of the Most High ;. I will 
remember the works of the Lord; surely I will remember thy 
wonders of old.” How glad for ever in Israel the remembrance 
of the year when God brought back the captivity of his people! 
How bright through all eternity the morning when the Saviour 
tose from the dead! How cheering to remember the days when 
God gave the word, and the apostles went forth like stars in their 
courses! How like a jubilee did the gospel sound abroad over 
the nations at the era of the Reformation, bursting out of the sep- 
ulchre of dead languages, receiving, as it were, anew the gift of 
tongues, and spreading itself by agencies before unknown! What 
hope is there for the militant Chureh, what hope for the miserable 
world, in such remembrances as these! Every such testimony 
from the past forbids our despondency for the future. Come 
what may, come whatever reaction against ‘ the good old cause” 
of justice and of liberty ; come whatever triumph of oppression ; 
come whatever deepening gloom of superstition and of spiritual 
despotism ; come whatever despair upon the hopes of those who 
look for ‘a good time coming” without faith in God ; the believer, 
remembering the years of the right hand of the Most High, still 
‘bates no jot of heart or hope.”” His—though the heavens be 
dark above him, and the earth around be desolate—is that im- 
movable confidence with which our prophet sings, “ Yet will I 
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.” 

In such confidence let us ies forth on the portentous sky that 
overhangs the world. Wrath may be in those portents, the 
wrath which, in the days of old, has made the world to tremble. 
But high above those lowering clouds of wrath, is the serene and 
lightsome sphere of God’s all-comprehending work, his work of 
mercy in the world for which the Incarnate Word has lived and 
died. ‘This very year may yet become one of those memorable 
years in which God’s work is revived and made known, and in 
which the prayer, “In wrath remember mercy,” receives an 
answer that shall be remembered till the end of time. 

And what shall this year be in our assemblies? What shall 
it be in the place of our habitation? Shall we be contented with 
what we are now experiencing of the progress of God’s work ? 
Contented, while so many in our assemblies, so many of our own 
children, have never “ tasted and seen that the Lord is gracious ?” 
Contented, while the god of this world holds so firm a dominion 
around us? Let our prayer be, as we hail this opening year, 
. “O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years.” 

And is there not some memorable year in your individual his- 
tory? Has there never been a year when God revealed himself 
to your soul as the God of your salvation; when he made his 
work to live within you; when he made known to your awa- 
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kened consciousness his thoughts of love concerning you ; when, 
in the midst of the wrath of which your guilty conscience testi- 
fied, his mercy beamed upon you from the cross of Christ? Has 
there been no such epoch in your spiritual history? Behold. now 
is the time. He is waiting to be gracious. 


SERMON DLXIV. 


BY REV. JESSE T. PECK, D.D., PRESIDENT OF DICKINSON COLLEGE. 


THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST, THE GREAT PRESENT WANT 
OF THE CHURCH. 


“Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed ?”—Acrts xix. 2. 


Tue reception of the Holy Ghost, in a special sense, is every 
believer’s privilege. This is evident from the promises made. 
John said, ‘He that cometh after me shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire.” The special character of this bap- 
tism appears in the language of the Saviour given by St. Luke: 
“Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence.” Now “the number of the names together were about 
an hundred and twenty ;” and “ they were all with one accord 
in one place ;” “And there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.” It was hence 
evident that this special baptism was provided for the whole 
Church. St. Peter confirmed this opinion. ‘Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” 

Now this could not have been the only work of the Holy Spirit 
upon earth. He is the great agent of general grace, and must 
have been engaged in the ordinary work of enlightening, purify- 
ing, and saving men since the first promise of Redemption. But 
the Christian dispensation was to be marked by peculiar respon- 
sibilities, and hence of course by peculiar privileges. The full 
inauguration of the Messiah-King was therefore attested by the 
abundant outpouring of the Spirit, which was so special as to be 
announced and described as an original gift. 
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The instances recorded are ample confirmation of the general 
right of believers to this special baptism. We have room for 
but two: “ Now when the apostles that were at Jerusalem heard 
that Samaria had received the Word of God, they sent unto 
them Peter and John, who, when they were come down, prayed 
for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost; (for as yet he 
was fallen upon none of them; only they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Ghost.” Consider also the brief 
history given in the context. Paul found certain disciples at 
Ephesus, to whom he proposed the question, ‘* Have ye received 
the Holy Ghost since ye believed?” He supposed them to be 
true believers—regularly baptized Christians. From both these 
instances, and other similar ones, it is evident that in primitive 
theology, a special baptism, in distinction from the ordinary work 
of the Spirit, was recognized as the believer’s privilege. It was 
not implied in the rudiments of faith, in the first conditions of 
discipleship. It did not invariably accompany Christian adult 
baptism. It was received at times more or less remote from 
primary faith, and hence in different stages of Christian progress. 
It was given in answer to prayer, which in the forms of primitive 
simplicity was accompanied by the laying on of hands. And, 
finally, it was sometimes followed by certain miraculous results, 
that were in accordance with the spirit and emergencies of those 
times, yet not essential to the promised blessing. 

But, conclusively, the results required imply the special bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit. It is not merely the conviction for sin, 
the repentance and faith, the regeneration and witness given in 
the ordinary forms of divine agency, that will impart complete- 
ness to the Christian character, that will clothe it ‘in the 
beauty of holiness,” that will gird it with power to conquer the 
world ; and yet these are results imperatively demanded in the 
revelation of God. The Church is held responsible for a state 
of perfection, for a style of activity, and a degree of moral 
power, which must be utterly impracticable in the absence of 
this special baptism. It is evidently assumed in her predicted 
mission that she will have received the fulfilment of the promise 
which is to her and her children ; and when Christians are found 
without their intended purity, development and efficiency, it may 
well be asked, ‘Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye 
believed ?” 

It thus appears, from the promises recorded, the instances 
given, and the results required, that the reception of the Holy 
Ghost in some special sense is every believer’s privilege. 

But how is the question of the text to be answered by the 
mass of believers at the present time? Perhaps few could 
reply, ‘*We have not so much as heard whether there be any 
Holy Ghost.”” Unquestionably, however, large numbers must 
answer in the negative. They have been truly converted, are 
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recognized as believers by the Church and the world, and per- 
haps by the Omniscient God. Still they are only “babes” — 
weak in faith and very inefficient. They have at no time felt 
the corruptions of their hearts so as to make them cry out for 
deliverance. They have not bewailed their sinfulness for days 
and nights together, engaged in fervent, agonizing prayer for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, determined never to rest until 
they could ‘reckon themselves dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” They have not felt 
the holy violence of faith, that knew no denial, and claimed, in 
present renovating power, the baptism of fire. They have not 
realized the dissolving energies of the Holy Ghost, pervading 
their whole being, and filling their souls with a burning desire 
for the glory of God. Or if so, they have been unfaithful, and 
are now uttering their lamentations by the rivers of Babylon, 
with their harps hung upon the willows. 

Though devoutly grateful for the special manifestations of 
saving grace, wherever they appear, the friends of Zion cannot 
fail to see and mourn over her low estate. Inefficiency is felt to 
so great an extent as to excite alarm and anxious inquiry into its 
causes and remedies. The Church question—involving the whole 
field of its essential and organic life, of its historic and prophetic 
relations to itself, to human governments, and to the ultimate des- 
tiny of the race—has no one aspect so intensely interesting as 
this : What is its essential want ? With all deference to those who 
seek to solve this problem in other modes, we believe that 

Tue Baptism oF THE Hoty Guost Is THE GREAT PRESENT 
WANT OF THE CuuRCH. 

In proof of this position, we observe : 

I. The Vision of the Church is obscure. 

From the modes of her being, and the nature of her mission, 
the Church is required to examine'with great accuracy the moral 
condition of the world. She must study profoundly her own 
state, and the wants and woes of those who are out of her pale. 
But she does not succeed well in these efforts. Thousands of 
her members cast a momentary glance at their own hearts, and 
are flattered by the view, seeing nothing but virtue, where 
pride, avarice, envy, lust, and revenge have their undisturbed 
habitation. The soul’s reflection cannot reach these depths of 
concealed depravity. The light is insufficient. The road to 
heaven is a narrow way, but do not Christians generally think 
it exceedingly broad? The boundaries of the road, which to 
an accurate vision would be distinctly marked, seem quite un- 
defined ; and when they suppose themselves in the way to life, 
it is quite possible that they are in “ the broad road that leadeth 
to destruction.” There are dangers before them, but they can- 
not see them ; dangers in their worldly prosperity, but they 
think it the best of fortune ; dangers in their levity, but they 
think it merely innocent joy ; dangers in their splendor of dress 
and equipage, but they think it only decency and good taste ; 
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. dangers in their sumptuous entertainments and fashionable amuse- 
ments, but they regard them as essential modes of social refine- 
ment. There are frightful dangers in the outward prosperity of 
the Church, in her accumulating wealth and numbers, conveni- 
ences and secular power; but she takes these to be the true 
signs of her prosperity, and ever and anon reaches out her grasp- 
ing hand for more. ‘These are sad evidences of obscure vision. 
But there are others. 

A work of vast moment is committed to the Church ; but how 
little of it does she see! A circie of a few miles bounds the 
vision of her greatest numbers. And even within that narrow 
circle, hundreds are perishing for lack of spiritual food ; but the 
are not seen. The hours and the moments of wicked men all 
around these professed Christians are made up of eventful crises 
on which eternal life and eternal death depend ; but they come 
and pass, with their momentous issues, unnoticed ! 

Far off in the regions of idolatry, what deep and damning 
guilt preys upon the souls of men!—what agonies wring and 
crush the heart!—what fearful corruption rages !—what dis- 
tressing doubts hang over the great unknown !—what countless 
myriads are moving off, in all the misery of unpardoned sin, every 
day, into the world of retribution! But all this is nothing to the 
Church. She cannot see it. She has, it is true, an idea that 
there is something to be done in this direction ; but, whatever it 
may be, she seems hardly aware that 2 requires haste ; and hence 
she calculates, with cool and exact economy, how much she can 
spare towards it, from home demands and worldly gratification ; 
proposing in all sincerity to send a few missionaries more each 
year into this vast field of the morally dead. What is it to the 
Church that there are six hundred millions of deathless souls, 
unaware of the revelation God has made to man of the Saviour 
he has given them—of the immortality to which they are des- 
tined—of the bright glories of the heavenly world, and the deep 
horrors of an endless hell? 

Now, no light of science that ever dawned upon the world can 
illuminate these ‘¢ dark habitations of cruelty.” No inquiry of 
human reason can ever reach the moral death that pervades the 
world. No natural eye can gaze into these depths of human 
misery. No merely natural philanthropy can ever explore these 
abodes of sin. Nor can any ordinary Christian sight penetrate 
this vast profound of darkness and wo. 

But the special reception of the Holy Ghost is a baptism of 
light. He is God, and * God is light. In him is no darkness at 
all.” It was to this Divine Spirit that we were indebted for the 
first view of our sinful hearts. It was his gracious light that 
revealed the cross, and that has led us every step we have taken 
in the way to heaven. But hitherto we have received this light 
in limited portions, just as God has seen to be suited to us, just 
as our faith has commanded. Hence this obscurity of vision. 
But ‘light is sown for the righteous.” Provision is made to take 
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all this obscurity away. The promised baptism of the Holy 

Ghost is a flood of light, penetrating the darkest recesses of the 
\ so, revealing its most concealed corruption. Receiving this, 

\the Christian, sanctified but in part, could not return from an 
xamination of his heart, congratulating himself that there is so 
\ttle sin there. Its very fountain of inbred corruption would be 
nosed, causing him to groan in anguish, to “abhor himself, and 
repent as in dust and ashes.’ But to the same mind this light 
would reveal more distinctly than ever its cause of gratitude tor 
what the Lord had done—the evidence of its justification—the 
honor of sonship—the open “ fountain in which to wash from sin 
and all uncleanness.”’ 

It is a clear light, reflected from the mind upon the Word of 
God. It opens with astonishing brightness the promises of the 
gospel, and strongly illustrates the Divine providences. It 

uickens the inquiring and active powers, and pushes investiga- 
tion far out into the world of suffering humanity. It reveals with 
great distinctness the “high and holy way cast up for the ran- 
somed of the Lord to walk in.” It discovers dangers that were 
never before realized. It shows the perilous track of a wander- 
ing Church within the unhallowed precincts of sin. It compels 
the soul to shrink from and abhor the very things which before 
it has earnestly coveted. It trembles to see that the outward 
splendors of the Church, once deemed the reliable evidences of 
success, are but the attire of a harlot, both revealing and inviting 
illicit intercourse with a godless world. 

It is a baptism of light, uncovering the responsibilities of the 
Church; the fearful power of sin over the hearts of men; the 
peril of neighbors and friends out of Christ; the delusions of 
errorists in the struggles of reason after truth to believe, a God 
to adore, a power to redeem. It more than, manifests the fact 
that “the world lieth in wickedness,” which may have been 
known before. But with this strong accession of light, the soul 
sees the danger of ignorance, the guilt of infidelity, the responsi- 
bility and power of a love of sin. It looks out upon the bewil- 
dered masses of humanity as they are moving off to perdition, 
and says, “Alas! these are my brethren! I have a personal, liv- 
ing, eternal interest in them. I am responsible for them to the 
full extent of the moral power that resides in a converted soul, 
and lies within its reach.” It exclaims in agony, “I am, O my 
God, I am my brother’s keeper! And lo! he goes, uninstructed, 
unwarned, before my eyes, down to hell!” 

We have no room to extend the view. The argument stands 
thus: the special outpouring of the Holy Ghost is alone a bap- 
tism of light; the vision of the Church is obscure; therefore the 
great present want of the Church is a baptism of the Holy Ghost. 

Il. The life of the Church is feeble. 

Christians have a life in common with the race, and they have 
a life other than that—a “life hid with Christ in God.” It is 
given in regeneration, in the union established through Christ 
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with the Fountain of life. It is hence characterized as a Divine 
life—a life ‘begotten of the Father.” It is a union of humanity 
with Divinity—a life utterly new in all its attributes and func- 
tions. The soul which before gave out only the manifestations 
of death, now gives out those of life ; which before was downward, 
hellward in its tendency, is now upward, heavenward. 

It is, moreover, characterized as a life of faith, not merely a 
life of belief. This is a life of wicked men—a life of devils. It 
is a life of voluntary reliance upon the Saviour, which renounces 
all other dependence. It is faith in the unseen, in the unknown, 
in the non-existent! Taking God at his word, the soul renounces 
all worship of visible, tangible being, in favor of an unseen, im- 
palpable, spiritual essence. It renounces present gratification, 
in favor of that which is mainly future. It sets aside the glories 
of earth for the beatitudes of heaven, which can only exist for 
the individual when they are realized. And all on the strength 
of a word. 

Such is faith. But let it be strictly observed, tt is a life of 
faith, in distinction from any number of separate exercises or 
acts; in itself, a living, God-inspired principle; giving per- 
petual life to the soul as well when asleep as awake; as well 
when intensely fixed upon a mathematical problem as when 
engaged in prayer; a faith that lives in God, that receives all 
from God, that turns all to God. 

It is also distinguished as a life of love; a life of holy delight 
in the character of God, and a true desire to promote his glory ; 
of delight in the characters of Christians, and a desire to promote 
their prosperity ; of delight in the essential qualities of the human 
soul, and a desire to save it; a delight in all goodness, and a 
desire to extend it; a living love, that is a divine reality, whether 
it glows in the fervor of a pure, intense passion, or rules asa fixed, 
commanding principle. 

Now, such is the individual Christian life; such is the asso- 
ciated, organic Christian life: a divine and spiritual life; a life 
of faith, a life of love, with all their implied concomitants and 
results. 

But in the same hearts it may vary in its strength and vigor in 
proportion as its conditions are met. Especially does it depend 
upon the measure of Divine influence received. And this is 
comparatively limited at first, though its smallest measure seems 
too much for the soul in its unworthiness to receive, in its fee- 
bleness to endure. But experience proves that these incipient 
gifts of the Holy Ghost are but the earnest of the baptism in 
reserve, and made to depend upon faithfulness to the grace 
already given. 

As in individuals, so in the Church. You shall find a collected, 
organized life, just in proportion to the individual life of which it 
is composed. And it is this life of the Church which we would 
accurately estimate. 

The individual consciousness of the Church, if it could be 
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ascertained, would be decisive in this inquiry. We may cer- 
tainly know something of this from ourselves; and let us ask, 
how does the interior life report itself? What is the vigor of that 
life which you profess to have, in distinction from the natural 
life ; your Divine life, wholly unlike any thing human or earthly ; 
your life of faith, renouncing the tangible, the sensual, the pre- 
sent, for the spiritual, the rational, the future ; your life of love, 
fixed on God—God in unchangeable triunity, God in doctrine, 
God in law, God in redemption, God in fellowship with man? 
In all candor, is not the inward witness of this life faint, and 
often inaudible to the spirit-ear? 

Actions report correctly this individual consciousness. True, 
the work of an inward, spiritual life may be seen, and it is 
seen. Many are the spiritual toils, the works of faith, the labors 
of love, that show a Divine life in the Church. But there are 
other works that do not subordinate to these ; that are not merely 
diverting from the true employment of a living spirit ; that are 
not merely accidental or occasional in their demands; works that 
are engrossing, and that shudder at the light! 

Upon the whole, the phenomena of a deep, pervading, spiritual 
life in the Church do not appear at this time. The facts, so far 
as we are able to judge, compel us to admit that it is compara- 
tively feeble. The general impression that it is so cannot be mis 
taken ; and it is distressing to see the expedients adopted io 
stimulate this fainting life, and revivify the Church. To some 
it seems that long, loud, and censorious preaching will accom- 
plish it; to others, that special revival measures are the remedy; 
to yet others, that a spirit of deeper, purer -intelligence, diffused 
throughout the Church, will secure the desired result; others 
still think radical changes in the constitution and policy of the 
Church are demanded; while not a few insist that the hope of 
religion is in a more critical, liberal, and extended philosophy. 
But sad experience proves that, under the strongest action of 
these, and a thousand other similar resources, the Church may 
wither and die. She has use for an honest and faithful ministry, 
for special revival measures, for widely diffused intelligence, for 
improvements in the flexibility of ecclesiastical polity, for a sound 
philosophy. But it may be doubted whether she ever had more 
of these than now, and yet her life is drooping. 

It is time to consider the fact that the Holy Ghost is eminently 
life-giving, as well as life-being. His special influence is alone 
a baptism of life. We have had it in a small degree. Individ- 
uals have felt it in its ordinary power and effect. Churches 
have enjoyed it in a limited measure. The whole Church is 
sustained by its usual general grace ; but all this is not enough. 
It is not what the Bible promises. It is not what the Saviour 
purchased. It is not what the Church of antiquity received. It 
is not what the Church of the Reformation experienced. It is 
not what the Church of a former generation enjoyed in the days 
of Wesley and Whitfield, of Asbury and Edwards. We have 
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too much forgotten this grand and effective provision for the 
emergencies of the Cluurch—the very power which the omnis- 
cient God foresaw would be imperatively demanded in the Church 
of the future. We have allowed our minds to be engrossed by 
subordinate instrumentalities, and just in the same proportion 
have approached the standard of the Church of the Middle Ages. 
The Holy Spirit is clothed with omnipotence for the very work 
we are struggling to accomplish too much without Him. Let 
the Divine effusion come; let it fall as upon the day of Pente- 
cost; let it baptize the whole Church of the living God; let it 
enetrate the souls of ministers and official members, and run 
Fike fire through the masses of the Church, and then there will 
be life. This is, by way of eminence, a revival. It is pouring 
the life of God through the souls of men, and wrapping the Church 
in a flame. 

But we must dismiss this topic. Clearly enough, the special 
gift of the Holy Ghost is alone a baptism of life. The life of the 
Church is feeble ; therefore the great present want of the Church 
is the baptism of the Holy Ghost. 

III. The holiness of the Church is defective. 

The first great law of holiness is consecration. It is so because, 
in every act of Divine grace efficiently successful, there must be 
the concurrence of the will. This fundamental principle is con- 
ceded in the revelation of God. ‘1 beseech you, therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies [a 
part for the whole] a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service.” It is an imperative duty, 
founded in the relations we sustain to God as creatures, and as 
probationers under a remedial dispensation. But we must do it. 
God will disturb our sinful devotion to self, his great rival in man. 
He will awe us by his threatenings, and move us by his “ mer- 
cies.” He will send us the stimulating power and gracious aid 
of his Holy Spirit. But he will not yield for us. We must pre- 
sent ourselves as the sacrifice upon his holy altar. It is not till 
the first point is yielded—our voluntary attachment to sin—that 
he begins the work of sanctification. Nor can the work pro- 
gress faster than the voluntary consecration proceeds. The full 
and final realization of that “holiness, without which no man 
shall see the Lord,’’ must involve the free surrender of soul and 
body, with every power, known and unknown, of life and health, 
of attainments and reputation, of property and friends, to God 
for ever. The reservation of the least of these shows a will not 
yet perfectly subdued. 

The next great law of holiness is purity; the word implies it. 
All the terms used in Scripture to define and enforce holiness 
make this interpretation necessary. The Divine arrangements 
are made to purify us. If the conditions are met, * the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin”—an achieve- 
ment so great, it would seem to us, as to be utterly impossible ; 
but the infinite power and faithfulness of God are pledged. 

2 
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The remaining law which we must introduce is completeness 
or perfection, not in development, for eternal progression is the 
rule of God’s spiritual kingdom. We mean completeness in the 
character of the Christian graces especially. Impurities mingled 
with these render them imperfect in themselves, irregular in 
exercise, and slow in growth. Take love as the great, general 
grace, inclusive of all the rest. ‘* Perfect love casteth out fear; 
because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect 
in love.” Plainly, therefore, there is a Christian love that is less 
than perfect love; a love mingled with fear; and there is a 
*‘ perfect love that casteth out fear.” This is holiness; and surely 
it is not beyond the claims of God, or the power of redemption. 
It is only measuring up to the broad command, “ Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might.” This is the great principle and sum of 
obedience. Even outward obedience proceeding from imperfect 
love would be irregular, constrained, and deficient ; but proceed- 
ing from perfect love, in all the details of Christian duty, it would 
be a holy pleasure. The will of God would be supreme ; love 
to God would be so intense and absorbing that it would not be 
needful to inquire whether his pleasure is uttered in the way of 
imperative command or otherwise. The slightest intimation that 
any act, however hard to perform, however crossing to human 
nature, would be, in any degree, pleasing to him, would move 
the whole soul to do it. 

Such is holiness in its highest practicable realization. Of 
course there has been no time in which the Church has fully 
measured up to this standard. It would be true of her in any 
age to say she is defective in holiness. As the purification of 
the heart is a progressive work, there will always be great vari- 
ety in the holiness of the Church. Nor do we now compare the 
Church of the present with that of the past. Even granting it 
could be proved that there is more holiness in the Church now 
than at any former period, it might be more defective. For the 
light, the privileges, and the responsibilities of the Church are 
constantly increasing. She may be defeated now under the 
same degree of moral power which in a former day would have 
rendered her triumphant. We seek to estimate her attainments 
by her present responsibilities. 

And first, the holiness of the Church is in proportion to the 
degree of her consecration. The grand test of consecration is 
humility. In the heart of an individual, the complete domination 
of pride is evidence that there is no consecration. Its partial 
ascendency shows the struggle between conflicting powers inde- 
cisive. But self-abasement reveals a consecrated soul. That 
which values itself does not surrender to God. And the same 
must be said of the Church. Perfect humility alone would be 
the proof of her entire consecration. 
Upon careful examination, we fear it will be found that her 
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members as individuals have a high estimate of self, of its value 
and rights; that they habitually place themselves above their 
brethren, and in some instances, even above the Almighty! Else 
how should it happen that they are so exacting in relation to the 
esteem of others ; so sensitive in regard to reputation ; so grasp- 
ing in bargains; so aspiring as to official rank and posts of 
honor? How is it that so much power of body and mind is 
concentrated upon worldly schemes ; that so much property is 
claimed for self, and so little really rendered to the Lord, who 
rightfully claims the whole? Why is so much time engrossed 
with schemes for the aggrandizement of the individual, and so 
little recognized as the Lord’s? Why are kindred and friends 
held so closely ? and when God asserts his right by taking them 
to himself, why such immoderate grief, such rebellion against 
Divine sovereignty? These claims, it must be remembered, are 
asserted against God, in defiance of his authority. Self is not 
humbled. It has not accepted its revealed insignificance, its 
nothingness. It has rejected it, denied it, and preferred its 
claims to high consideration by signs which none can mistake. 
The extent of this practical rebellion is alarming; and to the 
same extent is the evidence of defective consecration in the 
Church. No talents, no property, no time is set apart to a sacred 
use, consecrated to God, which is reserved for the use and dis- 
posal of self. 

Nor can we make a higher claim for the Church collectively. 
If her consecration were complete, she might show it by her hum- 
ble views of herself; by her attentions to the poor ; by her plain- 
ness and economy ; by her liberal contributions for the spread 
of the gospel; but other and opposite facts and principles are 
exceedingly prevalent. Her separate denominations are char- 
acterized by elevated views of themselves. In the general, their 
arrangements and policy are not adapted to illustrate this distin- 
guishing glory of the Christian dispensation, ‘* Unto the poor the 
gospel is preached.” Artificial distinctions are daily indulged, 
that bring home to the poor the fact that they are poor, and 
to a greater or less extent prove that poverty is proscription. 
Plainness in churches, in establishments, is dreaded as an evil ; 
and splendor is courted and adopted at the expense of credit, 
‘justice, and charity. Extravagant demands at home render for- 
eign appropriations small and entirely inadequate. Alas! how 
much of unsanctified ‘self yet remains inthe Church! Defective 
consecration is marked and daily published to the world. 

Next, we must inquire into the purity of the Church; not her 
purity in doctrines and ecclesiastical polity, butin heart. “ The 
pure in heart” love holiness and hate sin. So strong and deci- 
sive are these principles, that their developments are visible. It 
is impossible to conceal them. The conversation, the company, 
the employment, will all reveal the inner condition. How are 
these in the Church? The fact cannot be concealed that the 
purest services known on earth do not attract the multitude. 
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The social prayer-meeting, where the purer hearts seek direct 
communication with God, is ony small. The close and 
searching religious conference is thinly attended. The rooms 
of the sick and suffering poor, of ‘‘ the widow and the fatherless,” 
are frequented by but few. The holy communion is dreaded 
and neglected by multitudes. These are among the holiest 
scenes on earth. It must be cause of deepest sorrow that so 
few have the state of mind which renders them delightful; that 
there is so much impurity in the Church that the most trifling 
diversions will prevent great numbers from entering them 

that attachments to them are so slight as to constitute almost no 
effective moral power, in competition with parties of pleasure or 
any species of fashionable amusement. By these simple tests, 
this grand element of holiness is shown to be wanting to an 
alarming extent. _ 

But, finally: The holiness of the Church is in proportion 
to its completeness in the Christian graces, especially love; 
and obedience is the test of love. “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments.” Let us seize at once upon a few specific laws 
which distinguish the Christian system: ‘“ Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not inhim.” Alas! what a fear- 
ful amount of disobedience to this most solemn command there 
is in the Church! Take another: ‘ But grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” And 
another: ‘Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord.” Mark this law of progress, 
See with what authority we are called upward in the Divine life. 
But disobedience defeats these splendid schemes of Divine love. 
We do not love God further than we obey him. Our very feeble 
and imperfect obedience reveals a sad deficiency of love. 

In all the great elements of holiness, then, the Church is seri- 
ously defective. And the remedy—what is the remedy? is a 
question of the gravest importance. We have not been wanting 
in experiments. The common resort is reformation of life, at- 
tempted by thousands from deepest conviction of want, and in 
the utmost sincerity, but followed by the most lamentable fail- 
ures. The reason is obvious. It is an effort to purify the streams 
while the fountain remains corrupt. Discipline is another mode 
of purifying the Church. But the power to execute it is insuffi- 
cient ; the subjects are too numerous; the light to discriminate 
them is too dim. 

The reception of the Holy Ghost, referred to in the text, is a 
baptism of holiness. He is by way of eminence the Holy Ghost, 
as the sanctifier of believers, as the great source and efficient 
— of all holiness in the Church. He alone can give the light 
which reveals the necessity of purification. He alone can move 
the great deep of the heart to abhor sin and pant for holiness. 
He alone can excite that abandonment of self, that complete re- 
liance upon Christ which consecration implies. His power can 
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cleanse and renovate the soul; can fill it with “ perfect love.” 
This is making the tree good. It is thoroughly cleansing the 
fountain. And may it not be a general blessing? It is the 
Church, the whole Church, that needs this purification. Its 
worldly tendencies mar its distinctive character. Its corruptions 
cripple its energies. Its imperfections make it fearful, where 
the boldest courage is demanded. But we must conclude this 
topic. 

The special outpouring of the ene Spirit is alone a baptism 
of holiness ; the holiness of the Church is defective, therefore the 
great want of the Church is a baptism of the Holy Ghost. 

IV. The powér of the Church is inadequate. 

Her power over herself is especially so. She needs control. 
She needs government with a strong hand. Made up of frail 
and sinful human nature, she reveals decided tendencies to the 
world, to self-gratification, to an abandonment of her first prin- 
ciples. She must, from some source, have power to check these 
tendencies, or she will cease to be the salt of the earth. To 
‘speak of them, to utter solemn and repeated warnings, to correct 
individuals here and there, will not suffice. There is needed a 
moral energy that will move through the masses of the Church, 
command their attention, and really arrest their downward career, 
fix their hearts and wills upon the great aim of probation, and 
secure a general spirited devotion to it. 

Strong conservative power is constantly needed, or pure doc- 
trines revealed from Heaven will be sacrificed to the pride of 
intellect, the rashness of speculation, or the neglect of indolence. 
Her morals, which glow with celestial light, will be trampled in 
the dust; her institutions, pure, simple, and elevating, will dete- 
riorate into unmeaning forms, and at length be wholly superseded 
by the inventions of men; her primitive government will be de- 
spised and abandoned, in favor of spiritual despotism or irrespon- 
sible anarchy. The power of a wholesome, vigorous discipline 
must ‘‘mark the unruly,” and separate from visible communion 
such as will not be reformed, and are contaminating in their 
influence upon others. 

The Church, to accomplish her mission, must also be endowed 
with a strong and increasing aggressive power; a power that 
will be stronger than sin; that will not hesitate to attack it in 
high places ; that will move forward her reforming agencies with 
steadiness and effect into all lands and against all resistance. 
She must have a social power, that will silently and unobtrusively 
permeate all classes and all governments, subduing the fierce 
passions of men, arresting the cureer of ambition, and meliorating 
the condition of the race. 

We have no hesitancy in claiming this moral power, to a 
_— or less extent, for the Church in all ages. But it is too 

eeble. A sad want of power is extensively felt at the present 
time. The marked defects of the Church are partially seen, are 
acknowledged ; but there seems to be little power to remedy . 
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them. Her dangers are deplored, but there is no power to avoid 
them. Radical tendencies and retrograde movements are viewed 
by the few with deepest alarm; but they are breaking over 
every barrier, and moving on to destruction with force apparently 
irresistible. The want of power in discipline is most lamentabl 
evident. That there are many ungodly persons in the Church, 
under whose baneful influence she mourns and labors, there can 
be no question. But what body of Christians feels that it has 
power to purge itself from this corruption? Efforts are frequently 
made, but they are seldom thorough. Few pastors can feel 
themselves sustained in a candid and impartial administration, 
that will remove all who dishonor the Church; and are injured 
rather than benefited by the false assurances derived from her 
honorable protection and guaranty. 

And how inefficient is our aggressive power! How bold, and 
obtrusive, and even triumphant, is sin in our presence! How little 
power have we to reach those who are perishing around us! 
We see some of them. We lament their doom, but have no 
strength to avert it. We direct our arrows well, but there is not 
power enough in the arm to drive them to the heart. We have 
men to send into every heathen land beneath the sun, but we 
have not power to send them. The Church abounds in wealth, 
but she cannot command it. Providence is throwing open a 
thousand doors to the great field of her future triumphs, but she 
does not, cannot enter them. Alas! how feeble those energies, 
which might be clothed with omnipotence! 

It is in vain to grasp for secular power to supply this defect. 
History shows that this is weakness rather than strength. It has 
been the bane of the Church in all ages. Her true weapons are 
not carnal, but spiritual, and mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong-holds. The elements of her strength are not 
numbers, nor wealth, nor popular favor. The outpouring of the 
Spirit of God is alone a baptism of power. With this, renovating 
her masses, she might gird herself for the conquest of the world. 
This, when it is full and general, takes away the cause of her 
weakness, stimulates with amazing energy every power of her 
being, and thrusts her out for the realization of her destiny. Under 
such a divine afflatus, the dead revive, the timid become cour- 
ageous, the weak are nerved with supernatural strength, and the 
sacramental host of God’s elect marches on to triumph and glory. 

Inasmuch, then, as the vision of the Church is obscure, the life 
of the Church feeble, the holiness of the Church defective, and 
the power of the Church inadequate ; and as the special gift of the 
Holy Ghost, promised in the gospel, is alone a baptism of light, 
a baptism of life, a baptism of holiness, and a baptism of power, 
it follows conclusively that the baptism of the Holy Ghost is the 
great present want of the Church. 

V. Finally. This want of the Church ts highly suggestive. 

1. It culls the Church to profound reflection. 

Surely, a fact so immensely important in its bearings cannot be 

















THE PRESENT WANT OF THE CHURCH. 23 


passed slightly over. Whoever neglects to consider it carefully 
and thoroughly, must incur a fearful responsibility. Throughout 
the length and breadth of Zion, let us anxiously inquire how much 
we have lost by dependence upon false remedies for the evils 
which have threatened us.- What intense folly to have speculated 
so much and so wildly upon the means of Church renovation and 
power! What madness to have “forsaken God, the fountain of 
living waters, and hewn out to ourselves cisterns, broken cisterns, 
that can hold no water!” What a grievous waste of time and 
strength, in wandering so far for help, when it is just at hand! 
God calls upon the Church to examine cautiously the reasons wh 
this want exists, why it has continued so long. Shall we find 
the defect in him? We dare not entertain the thought. His infi- 
nite perfections, his ample provisions, and his gracious promises 
forbid it. Alas! in ourselves alone we shall find the guilty cause. 
Let the search commence more sincerely, more thoroughly, more 
generally than ever before. The great sin of the Church is surely 
neglect of reflection. Here and there may be found individuals 
who are looking intensely into their own hearts, into the provi- 
dences of God, into his holy Word, into the history of the Church, 
into the spirit of the age, and into the destiny of the race. But 
this is not the general occupation of nominal Christians. Oh that 
we could reach the careless, giddy throng, sweeping on to eter- 
nity with no just estimate of this wondrous being, and its fearful 
responsibilities! Stop, brethren; stop and think. How dread- 
ful is the darkness gathering around you! How trembling and 
faint that life which should be vigorous with the energy of God! 
How deep that depravity which defiles Jehovah’s temple! How 
feeble that power which should be clothed with omnipotence! 
And how unnecessary, how criminal is all this, when our Hea- 
venly Father is “more willing to give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him, than parents are to give good gifts to their children!” 
Alas! our thoughtlessness, our indifference will ruin every thing. 
Depend upon it, the Church will never be better, will never clear 
up her vision, will never revive, will never present herself with- 
out spot, will never put on strength, will never accomplish her 
mission, till the habit of profound reflection upon the character of 
her wants, her privileges, and her responsibilities, can be induced 
in her members. And to this our want calls us this day, with an 
eloquence of entreaty, and an authority of command, which it 
would seem impossible to resist. 

2. It calls the Church to deep humiliation. 

Can we, brethren, look at our sad deficiencies, and retain our 
pride, our arrogance? Is it a small evil, that we have grieved 
God’s Holy Spirit; that we have declined the light, the life, 
the holiness and power, which he has urged upon us, and spread 
“ blasting and mildew” through such large portions of the heri- 
tage of God? Human inventions, imal gtatifications deliber- 
ately chosen, and Divine agency superseded! The world 
perishing, and the heaven-commissioned Church no power to 
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reach it! Sin, and misery, and ruin, increasing in fearful ratio 
all around us, and we unable to roll back the burning tide! Ip 
God’s name, let us bow ourselves into the dust. Let every faith- 
ful watchman lift up his voice. Let the alarm be sounded from 
land to land, from island to island, from continent to continent, 
until the notes of solemn warning shall fall upon the ear of eve 
Christian in this world of sin! Pride, accursed pride! away wih 
it! trample itinto the earth! And down into the dust, O ye mil- 
lions of Zion! God hath a terrible controversy with you; and if 
ye will not hear, if ye will not humble yourselves, he will cer- 
tainly cast you off, and save the world by other hands. 

3. It calls the Church to fervent prayer. 

The Church, the whole Church ; for what will it avail if only 
here and there a weeping few shall pour out their complaints 
before God? They may save themselves. They may save 
some, far off and near. They may secure refreshing seasons, 
limited in extent and power. They may even save the general 
Church from dissolution and Divine renunciation. All this they 
may undoubtedly do. But this is not what the present age de- 
mands. The Church and the world require a revival so deep 
and all-pervading as to shake the nations; so pure and glorious 
as to wrap the earth ina flame of light; so benign and penetrating 
as to enter all hearts, and move and mould all classes of society, 
all departments of education, all human governments; so divine 
as to challenge infidelity, grapple hand to hand with the dreaded 
power of sin, and roll back, with the force of Omnipotence, the 
advancing tide of human corruption. 

And how shall this be done, but by the power of the Holy 
Ghost? The baptism from heaven will put this honor upon the 
Church. It is the fire of God to consume iniquity. It is the 
might of Jehovah to conquer the world. And how long shall we 
repose in our weakness? How long shall we live without this 
transcendent Divine energy? This very day God says to us, 
“‘Ask, and it shall be given you.” Then let us ask. Let the 
myriads of the Church commence the struggle of mighty prayer. 
To faith—firm, clear-sighted, vigorous, combining faith—God 
will give this baptism of fire. 

And we see it eoming. Already have we heard a voice from 
Heaven to the Church, saying, ‘Arise, shine ; for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, 
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people ; 
but the Lord shall rise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen 
upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightness of thy rising.” Let then the prayer begin, and 
be caught up by every tongue; let it extend from church to 
church, from * to land, until the fervent, persevering, universal 
cry shall be— 


“ Oh that it now from heaven might fall, 
And all our sins consume! 
Come, ee Ghost, for thee we call ; 
Spirit of burning, come !” 





